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Swanhurst Restoration 
by Dr. Ka!y Sclafani

Among the many benefits of preparing for our annual Preservation Awards, scheduled to take place on 
June 22nd,  is  the opportunity to  talk to  so many Spring Lake property owners  about  the process  of 
lovingly renovating and restoring older homes and structures.  To open our Spring newsletter I’d like to 
share with you a conversation I had with Lou Taylor, a summer resident with deep roots in Spring Lake 
whose family recently purchased and renovated an iconic Spring Lake treasure at 204 Mercer Ave., known 
as  Swanhurst.   For  returning  this  beautiful  landmark  to  its  former  glory,  Lou  and  his  wife  Tammy 
received recognition from the Monmouth County Historical Commission in 2016 and later became one of 
our 2017 Preservation Award winners.

Member and resident architect Joe Rizzo explained the history of the home and the work commissioned 
by the Taylors  in his  introduction at  the 2018 Preservation Awards ceremony.   Originally named the 
Worrell Cottage after its owner, Mary C. Worrell of New York City, it became known as Swanhurst in 
reference to the large ceramic goose in flight that once sat on the front balcony.  Constructed in the Greek 
Colonial  Revival  style,  it  is  reminiscent  of  a  Southern  plantation  home,  with  a  magnificent  central 
pediment surrounded by massive supporting columns. 



 

The Taylors had the porch completely reconstructed, including all of the columns and railings, 
balcony latticework,  and French doors  leading out.   The restoration work involved returning 
much of the exterior and interior features back to their original condition. This included stripping 
and staining the front entrance doors;  restoring interior moldings,  corner cabinets and pocket 
doors; and uncovering the expansive north-facing windows on the grand staircase.  The fireplaces 
were also returned to their original design, and all interior brass fixtures were hand-polished and 
remounted.  

I first asked Lou to tell me a little bit about his history with Spring Lake and how he came to 
obtain the home.  Lou was born in Spring Lake in 1960, the oldest of seven children who lived at 
27 Tuttle Ave before moving to 115 Newark in 1964.  Now residing in Connecticut, Lou became 
interested in purchasing a summer home for himself, Tammy and their three grown children, all 
of whom live in New York.  He looked at a few properties in Spring Lake, including his childhood 
home at 115 Newark.  But then he heard about Swanhurst. “When the broker, who was my sister 
Amy White, said, ‘what about Swanhurst?’, I looked at it and said boy, this is a lot of work but as I 
really thought about it, this is a house that was one of the most iconic and prominent in town and 
it hadn’t come on the market since about 1960.  And so here’s a chance to get a truly treasured 
house that may not come up again for sale in people’s lifetimes.”  

Since Lou and Tammy had built their home in Connecticut they were familiar with the building 
process.  Several contractors came to look at the property, and as Lou put it, all of the builders 
agreed that “the house has great bones – you can’t replace this house.”  After consulting with 
friends in town, he decided to contract with Monmouth Custom Builders because they were able 
to offer a fixed price rather than time and materials.  For its part, the company was happy to have 
the chance to work in Spring Lake, since our town (unlike many others) allows contractors to 
work in the summer from Monday through Friday.  The work began in February 2015 and was 
completed that September.  According to Lou, they encountered no serious delays or difficulties.

NEW BALCONY LATTICEWORK COMPLETE RECONSTRUCTION
INCLUDING COLUMNS AND RAILINGS

STRIPPING AND STAINING THE
FRONT ENTRANCE DOORS



I  was then interested to  know what  Lou thinks is  the  value of  renovating an old home,  as 
opposed to building something new.  “The level of detail is so much higher or extensive than the 
homes that are being built new, whether people choose to reduce costs by not putting things in 
or builders for spec decide not to put in certain features because they’re not going to get paid for 
it.  But in the older houses…you know we have moldings and cabinets that would never be built 
today.  So the house has a tremendous amount of charm to it.  Certainly we really enjoy it but 
everyone that comes in says the same thing.”

The resale value of the home, according to Lou, really benefits from the combination of old and 
new.  “People want updated bathrooms, kitchens, climate control.  And so we’ve been able to 
create all of that in a home that’s already there.  So if we were to sell it people would go in and it 
would feel like a new house.”

A wonderful thing about renovating an old home is how it can surprise you, providing a 
glimpse into a way of life long past.  When I shared with Lou our discovery during renovation 
of an old Mass card from 1912 and an ancient tube of shaving cream, he told me Swanhurst 
also retained something of its past life.  There was a baking hut on the property that had to be 
torn down (zoning laws only allow two structures per lot), but the chimney still stands, ready 
to be transformed into an outdoor living space.  The former stable on the lake side of the 
property had an old hoist, used to lift the horses’ hay up to the loft.

Finally, I asked Lou what he would like to say to those considering whether to renovate an 
older home or to demolish it.  “You can turn older homes into ‘like new’ homes with a little bit 
of creativity, and they can become really charming properties, which really makes Spring Lake 
what  it  is.”   He  added that  for  a  potential  buyer  there  are  a  lot  of  creative  people,  like 
architects and designers, who can help.  “So even if you are not sure what to do, if you ask 
around you can find people with great ideas.”  Thanks to Lou and Tammy’s determination to 
preserve  their  landmark  Spring  Lake  home,  we  can  all  continue  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of 
Swanhurst.

NORTH FACING WINDOWS ON
THE GRAND STAIRCASE
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THEIR ORIGINAL DESIGN

CORNER CABINETS



THE PASL PRESERVATION ORDINANCE:  WHERE IS IT? 
by Peter Saklas

If you read our Newsletters you know the PASL has been proposing a Preservation Ordinance for nearly 20 
years.  The space for this article is too limited to summarize our latest efforts except for the highlights at the 
bottom of this page.  Our web site, www.preservationspringlake.com has a detailed description of our proposal 
and of our most recent presentation to Council.  Our extensive efforts over the past three years have yet to bear 
fruit.  One reason we feel the Borough Council has been reluctant to take on this issue is that the implementation 
process is a rough road to follow.  The process is more complicated than the typical ordinance because it is a 
zoning issue requiring Planning Board as well as Council action.  To insure residents understand the ordinance 
and meet State mandated requirements the Council and Planning Board need to have more than a few open 
public hearings.  Complicating the issue even further is that there is a need to update the Master Plan so it 
includes recommendations compatible with our concept. 

Recognizing this, and because the Master Plan update is about to start, we made a presentation to Council 
recommending that we work with the Planning Board to incorporate our proposal into the revised Master Plan.  
Because the Master Plan process includes extensive public involvement our proposal will get, we hope, enough 
public support to satisfy the Council.  Shortly after the approval of the Master Plan update, we will provide draft 
documents to Council for it to, consider and we hope, finish and adopt. 

A key factor in convincing the Planning Board and the Council is positive public support.  You can help.  You 
can attend the public meetings and voice your support.  You can contact Planning Board and Council members 
and voice your support.  You can ask your friends and neighbors to do the same.  We suggest you first become 
familiar with our proposal and the process by reviewing the information on our web page.  If you have any 
questions or comments, send them via e-mail to Pete Saklas at epsaklas@aol.com or call 732-974-0720. Armed 
with this knowledge your input will be more valuable.

KEY FEATURES OF THE PASL PRESERVATION PROPOSAL 

• Historic designation requires owner consent 

• Historic requirements are modest 

• Maintain the historic appearance as viewed from the street 

• Use of modern materials that appear the same as historic material is acceptable 

• No regulation of colors, attachments to the structure, or anything beyond the structure 

• No regulations of interiors 

KEY FEATURES OF THE PASL RELIEF AND INCENTIVES ZONING PROPOSAL 
• Applies to designated historic homes 

• Flexibility to allot a somewhat greater percentage of lot coverage to the home 

• Garage can be made habitable (e.g., workshop, home gym, etc.) 

• Modestly relaxed setback requirements 

• But: total lot coverage and building square footage cannot exceed that of new construction



Dear Members and Friends: 

Just as members of the PASL encourage homeowners to renovate their older homes, the Borough 
is constantly challenged to repair, replace and restore our public infrastructure. With the support 
of our residents, we have made significant progress in the last year. Some projects are easy and 
others not as conspicuous.  

Divine Park has been the focus of our public space effort over the last several years. Many 
diseased trees were removed, and others planted in their place.  The tennis courts were rebuilt and 
our beautiful new viewing platforms are welcoming fishermen, marbleheader sailors and visitors 
to enjoy the lake. Improvements to the nature path and other walkways are underway now. Last 
month, the cherry trees planted several years ago, with the help of the Shade Tree Committee, 
gave us a glorious show all around the lake.  

Morris Avenue adjacent to our downtown is receiving a major facelift to better integrate this area 
into our business district. The work includes sidewalk pavers, a tree-lined median in the center of 
the street with up lighting and new curbs and asphalt paving. Construction should be complete in 
early June. 

Less noticeable but equally important is the ongoing work to our water and sewer systems. Last 
year, the Borough completed the replacement of the main water loop in town, removing old terra 
cotta pipe and installing modern water tight infrastructure in its place.  We are tackling our aging 
sewer system this year, repairing or replacing, beginning with the sections in the worst shape.  
This is a multi-year project and we have made an effort an effort to tie these repairs closely to our 
road paving project. 

We are in year five of our road paving program and several more roads are scheduled to be paved 
this year, including a large section of Fifth Avenue. This project will include a traffic calming 
treatment for the tricky intersection of Warren and Fifth Avenues. 
   
The South End Pool renovation begins this September. Plans are available in the Borough Hall 
and on our website. We are excited at the prospect of an updated facility that maintains some of 
the charm of the older pool and pavilion. 

Jennifer Naughton 
Mayor

A LETTER
FROM OUR

MAYOR



GREATER APPRECIATION OF SPRING LAKE’S ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE  
BY JOE RIZZO

The remarkable variety of architectural styles is one of the key factors that make Spring Lake a truly special place.  For 
example, just drive by the imposing Mediterranean Revival house at 10 Warren Avenue, former PASL award-winner is 
the only example of this unique early 20th Century style in town. Its beautifully restored cream colored

stucco walls and its  low sloped red tile roof,  with deep shading overhangs and hefty bracket supports,  are defining 
features of  the style.  The expansive wraparound porch and the double column supported full  length upper balcony 
provide practically limitless opportunities to enjoy its beautifully landscaped surroundings and refreshing ocean breezes. 
Multiple banks of windows on all three floors flood the home’s interior with natural light and provide panoramic views in 
all directions.

STUCCO WALLS, RED TILE 
ROOF, DEEP OVERHANGS, 

HEFTY BRACKET SUPPORTS

WRAPAROUND PORCH 
DOUBLE COLUMNS AND 

UPPER BALCONY

The French Second Empire Style cottage at 106 Sussex  is a fine example of yet another of Spring Lake’s remarkable 
stylistic variety. There are about a half dozen examples of this style in town, and thankfully, almost all have been recently 
restored. Unlike the symmetrical plan and horizontal design emphasis of the Mediterranean Revival Style, this one is 
asymmetric, with a decidedly vertical design expression.

MANSARD ROOF ABOVE LEFT, CARVED COLUMN CAPITALS ABOVE RIGHT, 
BRACKET ROOF SOFFITS, BELOW LEFT AND PORCH RAILINGS, BELOW RIGHT



These features along with its steeply sloped dark faux slate covered mansard roof are emblematic of the style, which gained 
popularity in the late 1800’s. Its bracket supported roof soffits, highly detailed porch and balcony railings and complex 
carved column capitals create an incredibly charming and memorable visual experience. You can see other fine examples of 
this style at 317 Jersey Avenue, 37 Ludlow Avenue and 112 St. Clair Avenue below.

37 LUDLOW AVENUE 112 ST. CLAIR AVENUE317 JERSEY AVENUE

The authentic and beautifully executed restoration of the Craftsman Style stucco clad home at 423 Church Street is a fine 
example of the care and craftsmanship that goes into saving many of Spring Lake’s historic homes. It has a fairly steep 
gable roof that slopes down to a lower shed roof that presents the appearance of a second floor dormer, even though it is a 
full height floor level. The gable end overhangs the main roof running down to, and connecting with the porch roof.

This roof design and the simple door and window trim details are typical elements of this style, which is still fairly well 
represented throughout Spring Lake. The stucco finish is somewhat less common but can also be seen in houses at 65 
Pitney, 607 Fourth and 308 Brighton Avenues. While they are of the same style, each has its own unique design expression. 
No “cookie cutter” design solutions here.

423 CHURCH STREET WITH DETAILS OF WINDOW, PORCH COLUMN AND DECO CHIMNEY DESIGN

So as you can see, though the homes featured represent a wide range of historic styles, along with the many other styles 
you will find in town, they hang together to create a beautiful reminder of Spring Lake’s wonderful past and treasured 
historic architectural heritage.

65 PITNEY AVENUE 607 FOURTH AVENUE 308 BRIGHTONAVENUE
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Hank’s Reflections 
by 

Hank Schroder

The last day of school 
Signaled the birth of 
An entire summer of 
Endless hours and endless days 

Your imagination was fueled 
By your own dreams of 
Timeless musings and 
A little talk with yourself 

The sun hung in the sky longer 
Lemonade never tasted better 
A swim seemed to be a 
Perfect reward for any chores 

When the locusts sang you knew 
You were in for a long lazy day 
Animals knew to keep still 
And dogs avoided the noontime heat 

When your summer day arrives 
Kick back and soak it all in 
Become that kid again that 
Loved the first day of summer

Endless Summer



We Need You and Your Support!
   

PASL is a not for profit group of volunteers dedicated to preserving the traditional charm and 
character of Spring Lake. Membership is offered to all who are interested in these same goals.  The 
diverse activities of the Alliance create a need and opportunity for members to use personal skills, 
become active participants,  or assume an inactive role of support through tax deductible dues 
and/or donations.

At this point, many members have sent in their dues for 2019, and for that we are appreciative.  As 
a non-profit, we rely on member dues for all our operations. If perhaps dues have slipped your 
mind so  far  this  year,  or  if  you aren’t  a  member  and would  like  to  become one,  we  would 
appreciate hearing from you soon.  We invite you to join our organization and help us continue to 
be a voice for the preservation of historic and beautiful Spring Lake. 

Please use the following form, tear off this page, and mail it to the address below. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued interest in and support of the Preservation Alliance of 
Spring Lake.

                          Name ____________________________________________________
                          Address __________________________________________________
                          Phone ____________________________________________________
                          Email address _____________________________________________
                          Fax ______________________________________________________

                                      Please make your tax-deductible check payable to 
                                              The Preservation Alliance of Spring Lake
                                    and mail to us at:    P.O. Box 9, Spring Lake, NJ  07762

                                  Type of Membership:            ____ New     ____ Renewing
                           Single/Family $35 ____      Corporate $100 ____      Life $250 _____

THE PRESERVATION ALLIANCE OF SPRING LAKE 
MISSION STATEMENT: 

TO FOSTER APPRECIATION AND PROACTIVE PLANNING FOR PRESERVATION OF SPRING 
LAKE’S UNIQUE ARCHITECTURAL, CULTURAL AND NATURAL SIGNIFICANCE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE - 
WWW.PRESERVATIONALLIANCEOFSPRINGLAKE.COM

http://www.PreservationAllianceofSpringLake.com
http://www.PreservationAllianceofSpringLake.com
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